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Contact Us   admin@wheelbarrowway.com.au  

The wheelbarrow way 

MAREEBA TO chillagoe 

    

 

 

On the 3rd September 1873 at Georgetown, North Queensland, a hand written notice was nailed 
to the bark wall of the Mining Warden's office.  
"J V Mulligan reports the discovery of payable gold on the Palmer River. Those interested may 
inspect at this office the 102 ounces he has brought back. "  
 
The rush was on, and the pastoralists followed.  
The development of Far North Queensland had begun.  
Men from countries around the world toiled in an incredibly hot, hostile environment. Their mode 
of transport was basic. When work became scarce, or it was time to move on, they walked. 
Irvinebank to Chillagoe, Chillagoe to the Hodgkinson gold fields, or over the wild ranges to Mt 
Molloy. 
 
"Dad pushed a wheelbarrow in which were stacked all their belongings. A few pieces of iron, 
which would be used as shelter; maybe some hessian, a spade, a lantern, a few kitchen things 
and very little else. Mum and the children straggled behind, Mum, usually with a babe in arms. "  
(Quote from old-timer Mr. Peel) 
 
It is as a tribute to these pioneers, who trudged the dusty tracks, that this route has been named 
The Wheelbarrow Way. With little more than determination, they carved out a future and 
opened up the vast uncharted territory, just back o’ Cairns ……….the Cairns Outback. 

Chillagoe Limestone Caves 
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ROAD  CONDITIONS ……… “THE REAL FACTS” 
 

The Burke Development Road between Mareeba and Chillagoe is seldom closed, in fact it is passable by a con-
ventional two wheel drive vehicle more that 95% of the time. 
 
During the wet season, (usually December to February) flash flooding occurs in Dimbulah at  Eureka Creek  but 
there is an alternative route via “Top Eureka Creek Road” which has an elevated causeway.   
At Almaden, Pump Creek also becomes impassable due to flash flooding and usually subsides within an hour or so. 
 
To the West of Chillagoe is the Walsh River and during the wet season it is closed for prolonged periods due to 
flooding . It is this closure that is incorrectly interpreted as between Mareeba & Chillagoe. 
 
For local information of the road conditions call Chillagoe Hub & Info Centre 07 4094 7111 
Whilst all information given by locals is given in good faith at the time, things do change rapidly, so if still unsure, and 
heavy rains have occurred within 24 hours,  check with the local police before proceeding beyond Dimbulah . 



 3 

 Please Note :- 
 
Places of Interest along the Wheelbarrow Way are 
shown from Mareeba in Kilometers and in the 
color blue.     
 
Places of interest which are not along the  
Wheelbarrow way direct route have a distance 
from Mareeba to the first turn off and this is red.  
 
 

MAREEBA          63 from Cairns CBD                                 

Driving from Cairns up the Kuranda Range, 
Mareeba is the gateway to the Wheelbarrow 
Way. 
Founded by pastoralist John Atherton, it was his 
son William who, in 1888, applied for pastoral 
leases in the Chillagoe area, with the intent of 
supplying beef to the spreading mining camps.                                                                   
 
Mareeba played an important role during World 
War 2; the original airstrip was constructed for 
the defense of Australia.  
Mareeba was home base to many American  
servicemen, the RAAF's 100 squadron, which 
conducted bombing missions, and Australian's 
first parachute  
battalion. 
                                                              
Today Mareeba is a big country town, with a mul-
ticultural population. In 1958, with the introduction 
of the irrigation waters from the Tinaroo Dam, a 
scheme which cost $12,666,000, Mareeba  
became a prosperous farming community. 
 
 Golden Drop Winery  

12.0 North from Mareeba 
 
2Km South along  
Bilwon Rd 
227 Bilwon Rd, Biboohra  
Tel: 4093 2750 
 
Open 9am - 5.30pm daily 
except Anzac Day, Good 

Friday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Years 
 
Golden Drop Winery is family owned and operated, 
the winery was established in 1999 by Charles  
Nastasi and sons. 
The boutique winery produces very unique products 
such as 3 x  Mango Wines, Mango Sparkling, Mango 
Port, Mango Cello and a variety of Citrus Cellos, a 
great gift idea.  
Visit our cellar door for a unique taste sensation all 
tastings are free if purchasing. 

de Brueys Boutique Wines  
  
03.0 from Mareeba 
2Km from Kennedy Hwy 
Mareeba 
Via Tinaroo Creek Rd & 
Fichera  
(right into)  Fichera Rd, 
Mareeba. Tel: 4092 4515  
 

Drive through scenic mango orchards to visit our 
unique Winery on the Cairns side of Mareeba.   
Taste, enjoy and take home a selection of the huge 
range of exotic tropical wines, liqueurs and ports.  
Varieties range from mango, passion fruit and  
jaboticaba to lychee, native bush cherry, strawberry 
and mulberry.   
Liqueurs include rum and chocolate, an award  
winning coffee liqueur, and delectable cream style  
liqueurs.    
All have been made on site by winemaker Bob de 
Brueys, from locally grown fruits. 
 
Mt Uncle Distillery  (Walkamin)  

  
20 South from Mareeba 
 
1.6 Km along  
Chewko Rd 
 
Walkamin (South of 
Mareeba)  
Tel:  4086 8008 
 

Mt. Uncle Distillery has built an impeccable and  
unrivaled reputation in producing Award winning  
premium liqueurs and spirits. Producing Rum, 
Whisky, Vodka & Gin, Mt. Uncle Distillery is North 
Queensland’s first and only distillery and is the  
premier attraction on the Atherton Tablelands.  
Liqueur Chocolates, Café, local artwork.  
The distillery is nestled on the fertile foothills of  
Mt. Uncle from where it claims its name.  

 
 
Mareeba Heritage Museum 
and Visitor Information Centre 
  
Centenary Park,  Mareeba   
Tel: 4092 5674 
 
 

Open 9am - 5pm, 7 days a week 
The Mareeba Heritage Centre is an excellent starting 
point for further information on the Wheelbarrow Way. 
Take a browse through the museum (by donation 
only). Of particular interest is the old rail ambulance, 
which is associated with a Chillagoe doctor who  
removed his own appendix.  
Toilets, shop, parking, shade, bookings and  
information on road conditions.  
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Jabiru Safari Lodge at  Mareeba Wetland Reserve  

 
13 North from Mareeba 
Tel: 4093 2514 
 
 
The 5000-acre savanna 
Reserve is located near 
Biboohra,  off the  
Wheelbarrow Way  

between Mareeba & Mt Molloy.              
The Reserve and conservation projects are managed 
by the Wildlife Conservancy of Tropical Queensland, 
a not-for-profit organisation. 
Sunset Safari, private guiding, Eco Boat tours,   
12 km of walking trails and bird watching,  
Café open on the deck 8.30am — 4.30pm 
 
Kingfisher Lodge   

0.9 from  Mareeba 
 
49.4Km From Mt Mulligan 
Turnoff 
RN6 Mt Kooyong Rd.  
Julatten  
Tel: 4094 1263 
 
 

Self-contained one and two bedroom units,  
bunkhouse rooms and camping facilities with powered 
sites and a cook shed, are provided within a 5 hectare 
rainforest nature reserve at an altitude of 440 metres. 
Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers Lodge primarily caters 
for birdwatchers as well as photographers and others 
with an interest in nature based activities. Over 350 
bird species, including the 12 Wet Tropics endemics, 
occur in the nearby habitats of rainforest, mountains, 
wetlands and drier open woodlands making it one of 
the most rewarding birding regions in Australia. 
 
 
Bustard Downs Accommodation & Camping 

 
60.0 from Mareeba 
 
60Kms North from 
Mareeba 
Mulligan Hwy. Maryfarms  
Tel: 4094 3094 
 
Bustard Downs Organic 

Farm, Accommodation & Camping Bustard Downs is 
an Australian Certified Organic Farm that offers  
authentic unique accommodation including a B&B 
Guesthouse, two self-contained Cottages, and a large 
Camping ground with facilities above the Mary Creek. 
 
The property is in the Mitchell River watershed, is 
close to National Parks, State Forest, Mount Carbine 
Tableland, Australian Wildlife Conservancy's Brooklyn 
Station and Mareeba Wetlands. 

Tait’s Wongabel Stables    
01.0 from Mareeba 
 
45Kms South from 
Mareeba 
 
Deep Creek Rd,  
Wongabel 
Tel: 4091 2070 
 

Tait’s Wongabel Stables lies at a point more or less 
central to Atherton, Malanda and Herberton.  
 
The “Stock Routes” and the railway line served an 
extensive beef-related industry in the area. During 
WW11 the army had training grounds throughout 
Wongabel, including an Ambulance Station, bakery, 
boot repair site and a gravel quarry.  
 
The foundations of some buildings are still visible 
throughout the region, though many relics are on  
private land.  
 
Logging tracks later extended from the Stock Route. 
More information about horse riding is available on 
the website.  www.horseholidays@bigpond.com   
 
 
 

BIG4 Atherton Woodlands Tourist Park 
 
40.0  from Mareeba  
 
40Kms South from 
Mareeba 
 
141 Herberton Rd 
Atherton  
Tel: 4091 1407   
 

 
Eco Certified for Nature Tourism and 2012 Finalists in 
the Queensland Tourism Awards, we are a peaceful 
Park located 1.5km from town and the perfect place to 
call home while you explore all that the region has to 
offer.  
  
The Park has a range of accommodation to suit all 
requirements. Choose from eco solar powered  
cabins, beautiful Queenslander cottages for 2 or  
larger villas sleeping up to 6.   
All cottage and villa style accommodation have  
Austar, flat screen televisions, irons, hair-dryers &  
reverse cycle air conditioning. 
   
Come & enjoy our beautiful gardens, playground, 
swimming pool & Balinese cabana.  
    
Free wireless internet access is available for all 
guests throughout the Park and all guests receive  
discount vouchers for local shops and attractions. 
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Coffee Works 

0.3 from Mareeba  
 
136 Mason St  
Mareeba  
Tel: 4092 4101  
 
 
 
 
 

Indulge a little, discover a lot when you visit Coffee 
Works, you are guaranteed a totally delicious day out. 
 
Explore the gift shop… it’s packed to the rafters with 
incredible edibles, gourmet chocolates and an ever 
changing array of stunning, unusual and affordable 
gifts.  
 
Relax in lush tropical surrounds with Flaming  
Fabulous BBQ Lunches, Sweet Treats, Exceptional 
Espresso, and Superb Gelato.  
 
The main event is Coffee World, the biggest, best and 
most significant collection of coffee artifacts in the 
world, presented as one exhibition, for the first time in 
history. 
  

MUTCHILBA_____32 from Mareeba  
                                           
Mutchilba is located just before Dimbulah, here 
the Savannahlander train stops to  gain onwards 
permission to travel the line by collecting a “staff” 
from a railway cabinet.  Mutchilba is a small ser-
vice centre with a Community Hall, Park ,  
Convenience Store and Post Office. 
 
 
Mutchilba Store & Post Office 
(Wheelbarrow Way Café) 
 

32.2   from Mareeba 
 
Masterson St  
Mutchilba 
Tel:  4093 1101  
 
 
 
* EFPOS AVAILABLE 

* FUEL – DIESEL & UNLEADED 
* GROCERIES  
* HOT FOOD  
* SEATING INSIDE & OUT 
* REFRESHING DRINKS  
* POST OFFICE FACILITIES  

Come and say Hi to Mark & Julie 

DIMBULAH            44 from Mareeba                   

                                                           
Dimbulah is the gateway to the Hodgkinson  
Goldfield, which was settled in1876, and lead to 
the establishment of Cairns as a port.  
The township of Dimbulah grew up on the Walsh 
River in 1900 as a watering place for locomotives 
on the Chillagoe Line.  
Mines at Wolfram Camp and the rail from Mount 
Mulligan coal mine aided development. 
Late1930s Dimbulah became a thriving township 
based on tobacco farming. With the completion of 
the Mareeba-Dimbulah irrigation scheme in 1963 
the scope for farming expanded. Many other 
crops have now replaced tobacco.  
 
Dimbulah has ample parking facilities for  
shopping, banking needs and is the starting point 
for the Goldfields Route. 
 
Dimbulah Railway Station & Museum   

 
43.7 from Mareeba  
Tel: 4093 5999  
 
Open: 9.00 am-3.00 pm 
daily.  
Staffed by volunteers. 
   
 The Dimbulah Railway 
Museum offers a FREE 

CUPPA as part of the STOP REVIVE SURVIVE. 
STOP!  Enjoy a quiet chat, view the displays / local art 
and travel on refreshed.  
 
 

Tyrconnell Historic Gold Mine          
 
44.0 from Mareeba 
 
34 Km North from  
Turnoff 
Mt Mulligan.  
26 Km unsealed Rd 
Tel: 4093 5177 
 

Tyrconnell  is a unique and unforgettable experience.  
This 130 year old gold mine is situated amongst  
tree-studded hills and boasts an authentic pioneer 
atmosphere, original buildings, an operational ten 
head stamping battery and magnificent views. 
The business is family run, with a focus on hospitality.  
 
Activities include historical tours of the mine site and 
nearby cemetery, gold panning (conditions apply), 
bush-walking, and swimming in the dam. Options for 
accommodation are in beautiful heritage style 
cottages or camping. Visit by arrangement only.  
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Dimbulah Pool & Caravan Park       

 
44.2 from Mareeba  
 
Wheelbarrow Way, 
Dimbulah 
               
Tel: 4093 5242   
  
 
 

The Caravan Park is in an idyllic setting with plenty of 
large trees for shade and lush green grass.   
There are 21 powered sites, which are well spaced 
out to provide privacy and a large camping area. 
   
The park also has 2 cabins, each accommodating 
five, for traveling tourists with no caravans.   
The park provides a camp kitchen and a gas  
barbeque. The swimming pool (open from September 
to April) is located next door. 
 
 
Boonmoo  Outback Camping        

 
47.2 from Mareeba 
 
12Klm South from 
Turnoff   
Boonmoo Road,  
Dimbulah 
 
Tel: 4094 4129                       
  

Bookings are essential. Suitable only for 4WD 
Camper Trailers,  $30 per Vehicle/night. Discount for 
extended stays.  
Private bush camping sites are located along Eureka 
Creek taking in spectacular views of the gorge from 
most sites.  
Camp sites are all located close to the Heritage 
Listed  Boonmoo-Stannary Hills Tramway built in the 
early 1900’s to service the large tin mining area.   
Remnants of this era are still visible along the  
tramway.  
The camp sites start approx. 5klms; and are up to 
20klms from the homestead. 
 

PETFORD              76 from Mareeba   

Petford is at the junction of the Petford- Chillagoe 
and Petford-Irvinebank roads (see map). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALMADEN     _      106 from Mareeba  

  
Population: Approx. 30 
Standing on the verandah of the pub looking over 
to the old railway station it is hard to imagine  
today, that in 1907 over 1000 construction  
workers were gathered for the building of the 
Etheridge line. Or, that in 1929, Ernest Atherton, 
a former Almaden baker and butcher, was  
appointed to the position of Minister for Mines in 
the Queensland cabinet.  
He was the only cabinet minister representing the 
northern interests of the State. 
 

Railway Hotel Almaden  
         
106 from Mareeba 
 
Opposite Almaden 
Railway Station 
 
Tel: 4094 8307 
 
 
 

The Railway Hotel has stood the test of time for over 
106 years, today it welcomes the Savannahlander 
train travelers on their unique journey through the  
outback.  
Cold beer and our locally famous home made pies 
and sausage rolls  are what we are talked about. 
Modern air conditioned accommodation is available. 
FUEL & EFTPOS Available 
Call in and say Hi to Leanne & Shane 
 
 

Savannahlander Train & Station          
 
106 from Mareeba 
 
Tel: 1800 793 848 
 
 
 
 
 

The Savannahlander departs on its four day  
adventure from Cairns Station on Wednesday 
mornings at 6.30 am.  
While the rest of Cairns is only just stirring into 
life, the train quietly slips out through the  
Northern Suburbs of Cairns, Freshwater and 
Redlynch, where it then begins its ascent of the 
famous Kuranda Range.  
Stops are made at Stoney Creek, Barron Falls 
and Kuranda. We then follow the Barron River 
around to Mareeba for a short stop and on to 
Mutchilba for a morning tea stop then Almaden. 
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  CHILLAGOE        138 from Mareeba     

 
Imagine a mystical landscape. A place created 
eons ago, when a now outback land was washed 
by the warm waters of an ancient sea.  
A coral reef flourished; tall sea lilies swayed with 
the current, and jawless fish darted in the  
shallows. Down through the ages, Mother Nature 
carved a wondrous cave system from the  
limestone, remnants of that early coral reef.  
 
Violent volcanic eruptions thrust rich ore deposits 
upwards to the surface, only to refold and thrust 
them downward, deep into the earth's layers. 
Slowly, the land surface cooled. The climate 
changed. Rainforest gave way to open savannah 
lands. Aboriginal people camped under protected 
limestone ledges. They hunted the mega fauna, 
which roamed the vast grasslands.    
 
Discover the beauty of this ancient landscape.  
View world famous caves and a specialized fossil 
collection.  Be amazed at the myriad of stars in 
the night sky and at dusk listen to the ghosts at 
the old State Smelter Reserve. 
 
Chillagoe is the apex of the Dinosaur Triangle 
with Roma to the South and Julia Creek to the 
West. Chillagoe links with the ‘Dinosaur Trail’ 
south to Charters Towers & Hughenden. 
 
 
 

 

Chillagoe Cabins                                                                                       
 
Queen Street,  
Chillagoe  
                                                
Tel: 4094 7206   
 
 
 
 

The Lonely Planet describes Chillagoe Cabins as “the 
best accommodation  in Chillagoe” and they comprise 
3 self-contained, two-person, cottages two  have 
queen beds and one has two singles and is suitable 
for persons with  mobility difficulties. 
  
The cottages are delightful and carry the theme of an  
early Australian, 19th century miner’s hut.  
They are air conditioned, have an  en-suite,  
kitchenette, quality linen, a smattering of outback 
memorabilia and  private courtyard. 
 
 
 

Chillagoe Tourist Village                            
 
Queen Street  
Chillagoe  
                                               
Tel: 4094 7177     
 
 
 
 
 

 CTV has a wide range of accommodation suitable for 
all budgets  from spacious, fully self contained motel 
units to budget cabins and camping.  
  
CTV is located on the main street within walking  
distance to Pubs, Shops and Information Centre.   
We are also a licensed restaurant and cafe/takeaway, 
with groceries and Internet cafe available from 6am till 
8pm,  we have a large swimming pool, camp ground 
with BBQ's available all comfortably spread out over 4 
acres of lawn and beautiful shady trees. 
 

Chillagoe Arts & Crafts                            
    
29 Queen Street,  
Chillagoe  
                                            
Tel: 4094 7139 
 
 
 
 
 

Locally made Marble gifts and Souvenirs.  
T Shirts, Tea towels etc. 
Free Town Maps and information  
Open 8.00am to 5pm, 7 days a week. 
Laundromat and Dryers available. 
 
 

Chillagoe Interpretive & Information Centre       
 
Queen Street,  
Chillagoe                                                
Tel: 4094 7111                    
    
Open week-days  
8.00—5.00 pm   
                      
Open week-ends  
8.00—3.30 pm  

  
The Hub is home to an excellent time-line heritage 
display, encompassing The Wheelbarrow Way region. 
Commencing from the "big bang" the display counts 
down geologically and historically to the present day. 
Hear the story of the discovery of Dave the  
Elasmosaur that swam in the warm waters around 
Chillagoe, at a time when the great dinosaurs roamed 
the earth.  Free admission. 
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Chillagoe Guesthouse  

 
‘Historic Post Office 
built 1906’ 
 
16-18 Queen Street, 
Chillagoe  
 
Bookings: 4222 1600   
Mob: 0408 515 267 
 

The original Chillagoe Post Office for many years was 
occupied as a private residence.  
Extensively renovated in recent times it now offers 6 
comfortable motel style rooms as a guesthouse. 
24 hour check-in is available for late arrivals.  
We offer excellent accommodation, centrally located 
in town, across the road from the  Post Office Hotel. 
Short walking distance to shops, hotels, places of  
interest and our visitors centre, the "HUB" 
 
 

Chillagoe Creek Homestead                            
 
‘The Fossil House’                                                           
Airport Road,  
Chillagoe                                                 
Tel: 4094 7160   
 
 
 
 

The homestead is in a garden setting, with the  
property running down to Chillagoe Creek.  
Camping, BBQs, deep and shallow swimming holes, 
campfires permitted, bring your own wood. 
We have a small reference library.  
Specialized fossil collection. Browse through the  
collection by donation only or organize a specialized 
tour.  
The homestead stylizes school activities to meet  
curriculum needs. Fees apply.  
 
 
Tom Prior Historic Ford Museum & Fuel Depot                            

 
Airport Road, Chillagoe  
                                               
Tel: 4094 7108 
 

Come and talk to Tom, 
there are vintage cars 
dated from 1925.  
 

Also a large variety of trucks including ex-army left 
hand drive.  
All vehicles are beautifully restored and detailed.  
Entry to Ford Museum by donation.  
From the main street follow the signs to the 
Airport and you will find Tom on the right hand side of 
the road about 1km from town. 

Mt SURPRISE      248  via Herberton 
 

The new Colony of Queensland was proclaimed 
in December 1859 opening up a new horizon in 
the settlement of the North.  Exploration parties 
fanned out across unknown territory, blazing 
tracks through the back-country.  
 
In 1864 Ezra Firth, a former stonemason from 
Yorkshire, established Mount Surprise Station as 
a sheep property.  
 
It marked the north most frontier of Queensland. 
Eight years later William Hann and his party of 
five men set out from the Firth’s out-station of 
Fossilbrook to explore the country further to the 
north.  
It was this expedition, which changed  
dramatically the direction of the history of North 
Queensland—the discovery of gold on the 
Palmer River. 
 
Today Mount Surprise’s special appeal is gem 
fossicking.  
Pick up a license and try your luck at Topaz,  
Garnet and other semi-precious stones. 
 
 
Mt Surprise Tourist Park & BP Road House 

 

Highway, Mt Surprise, 
Queensland. 4871 
  
Tel: (07) 4062 3153  
 
Hosts:  
Trish & Eddie Wallace 
 
Mt Surprise Tourist Park 

is a Tourism Award Winner consisting of a Caravan 
Park with shady grassed powered and unpowered 
sites and air-conditioned motel units. The  roadhouse 
can refuel and restock your supplies with eftpos  
facilities available.  
From here you can go Gem fossicking, bird watching, 
bushwalking or visit the Undara Lava Tubes.  
We are breeders of rare Gouldian Finches.  
Pets are welcome on a leash. 
 
 

Bolton Print 
 
www.boltonprint.com.au 
(07) 4035 3833 
 
Thanks to Bolton Print for their 
support in producing this  
publication. 


